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Introduction and Summary

Foresight can be defined as a systematic, participatory, future intelligence gathering and medium-to-long-term vision-building process aimed at present-day decisions and mobilising joint actions. The term “Foresight” therefore represents the processes focusing on the interaction between science, technology and society.

Foresight has a potential to improve research, technology and innovation (RTDI) policies and to strengthen the strategic dimension of the European Area for Research and innovation (ERA). Attributable policy effects may take the form of new or revised

· RTDI goals, instruments, and procedures of public and private programmes;

· policy measures concerning both framework conditions for 'innovation' (science-society relations, industrial relations, human resources mobility, IPR, etc.), and consequences for other policy fields (working conditions, living conditions, equality of gender, social exclusion, etc.).

Other significant, but more indirect effects can be expected: generation of a broader consensus, promotion of strategic-level thinking, focusing on the accumulation of policy-relevant knowledge, etc.

This paper aims at informing researchers and institutes of the foresight community, as well as users of their results and sponsors in the public and private domain, on funding opportunities for their activities offered by the specific programmes implementing the 6th Research Framework Programme (FP6, 2002-2006) of the European Community. It explains briefly the research lines and chapters relevant to foresight and the funding instruments to be used.

Given the fact that negotiations on the specific programmes that will implement the 6th Framework Programme are not yet finalised completely, both reference documents, and information on the most recent decisions can be found at:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/nfp.html;

http://www.cordis.lu/rtd2002/home.html 

Foresight activities can be integrative elements in all parts of the 6th Research Framework Programme (FP6, 2002-2006), the main instrument to implement ERA. This is specifically highlighted in the introduction to the priority thematic areas in FP6: 

" ….consideration of …socio-economic impacts of scientific and technological development and foresight, will where relevant form a part of the activities."

Therefore, Foresight activities can be funded in the

a) Specific programme on Integrating and Strengthening the European Research Area
· as integrative part of activities in all Priority thematic areas of research and in Supporting policies and anticipating scientific and technological needs (Foresight in a particular thematic area of S&T)

· contributing to the co-ordination of research activities, and the coherent development of  policies in Strengthening the Foundations of ERA: exploiting synergy by supporting the co-ordination of independent activities including their mutual opening, the preparation and the management of joint activities (horizontal aspects of Foresight).

b) Specific programme on Structuring the European Research Area

· promoting inter-regional co-operation

· addressing science-society questions

Suggestions for Reading through this Guide

· If you are a practitioner, user or possible participant interested in foresight with a focus on a specific science and technology area (e.g. biotech, manufacturing technologies, etc.) wishing to co-operate in a thematic foresight initiative, please read sections 2.1.1. to 2.1.7.…….

The first six thematic priorities demand research contributions to improve European competitiveness and to solve current or prospective societal problems. Each of these six priorities has outlined its own societal problematic in which scientific and technological developments offer a solution or where science and technology may have a substantial impact on society. 

Foresight activities can be carried out at a very general level of a priority thematic area (e.g. life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health) or one of its sub-priorities (e.g. combating major diseases) using the specific support actions or co-ordination actions. At a more specific level of one of its specific themes (e.g. combating cancer) foresight can find a place using new instruments in multidisciplinary networks of excellence and integrated projects. 

· If you are a supporter or a sponsor of a foresight programme run by a public authority or by a NGO wishing to open up your programme to the participation of other EU experts or intending to exchange or co-ordinate it with other programmes, please refer to the “ERA-NET” scheme. You may read first section 2.1.7.1 …………
The research line “Co-ordination at European Level” can be of interest for a co-operation of foresight programmes that may have very different ownership. The intention is to make programmes working together inside Europe that have been restricted to their constituency. The programmes that qualify could be run by national or regional authorities as well as supported by charities or other private organisations. While each participant funds its own research the EU may apply its “co-ordination actions” instruments to fund all activities involved in networking, mutual opening, exchange and joint management. 
· If you are a supporter, a sponsor or a user of a regional foresight activity wishing to co-operate with other initiatives, please read first section 2.2.1.……..

A particular line on “encouraging transregional co-operation”is foreseen in the specific programme on “Structuring the European Research Area”. This research line shall strengthen links between research and innovation, particularly at regional level. It will promote co-operation between regional actors on innovation-related themes and facilitate exchange of good practice since the regional level is deemed to be most appropriate for fostering innovation. This line may support regional foresight activities and practitioners wishing to co-operate across borders.

· If you are a foresight practitioner wishing to co-operate in research about foresight in social, economic or societal content areas or about methodological issues of foresight, please read first section 2.1.3………

Researchers in foresight can propose activities under priority 7 on “Citizens and Governance in a Knowledge-based Society”, where in particular social sciences and humanities are requested to participate.
1. The Context

1.1.  European Objectives and the Role of Foresight

The heads of State and Government of the European Union have agreed, at their March 2000 meeting in Lisbon, on a common vision for economic and social development in Europe aiming at making the EU, by 2010, “the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy  in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion”. The objective of this so-called Lisbon strategy serves as a Benchmark for EU, national and regional policies through 'open methods of co-ordination'. To move towards this ambitious target effectively, actions have been proposed in a broad range of policy fields, with goals concerning employment, economic reforms, social cohesion, and others. Europe's lagging behind in various research and innovation aspects - with adverse cross-impacts to other policy fields - means Research and Innovation Policy (RTDI) has been set to become one of the key instruments for achieving these goals. RTDI policies are based on (implicit or explicit) visions of the future of science, technology and society. Therefore, open co-ordination applies also to these visions, and co-operation in Foresight is called for in this context, too.

The European Commission has recommended, as one of the key areas for action, to develop a European Research Area (ERA) to identify excellence, to strengthen pan-European collaboration and to establish clearer and more consistent priorities for public research. This would also give higher visibility of European excellence in science and research to researchers in other parts of the world. Nowadays, a distributed potential and a high diversity of knowledge have not merged at European scale and European research often misses its real excellence. 

The European Research Area strategy has been endorsed by the European Council and the European Parliament. The new multiannual Framework Programme for research, technological development and demonstration activities (FP6, 2002-2006) will be a key instrument of this strategy by fostering the concertation of Member States activities thanks to a new substantial effort on European dimensions of excellence and critical mass.

The ambitious goal to become the “most competitive knowledge-based economy in the world” and the high profile of the European Research Area both call for better European co-operation and co-ordination, as well as for forward looking advice to achieve the far-reaching targets. Foresight can serve this purpose, as it has already been successfully used as a policy tool, mostly at national, but increasingly also at regional level. The contribution of foresight is twofold: it provides difficult-to-acquire strategic information for decision-making, and it functions as a socio-economic mobilisation tool to raise awareness and to create consensus around promising ways to exploit the opportunities and diminish the risks associated with new S&T developments. Foresight can also inspire actors and policies at regional, national and European level to broaden awareness of societal stakeholders of the European and world context. 

European foresight activities will provide a platform for regional and national foresight communities. They will contribute to the creation of a European foresight space in its own that reflects the most crucial future problems and challenges of science and technology related to the European knowledge society. 

1.2. Added Value of European Foresight Activities

Several Member States support institutions that conduct foresight or run foresight research activities at national or regional level. As soon as 1993, the United Kingdom started a foresight programme. Sweden, France and Spain conducted substantial activities. Finland’s parliament runs an own foresight activity. Germany started in 2001 with the “FUTUR-process” inviting a large-scale debate on science, technology and society in order to agree on new S&T priorities, and now Greece has started its foresight activities as well. 

Considering distributed, diverse and different scale foresight activities in Europe, the added value of European actions includes: 

- strengthening the strategic dimension of the European Research Area

- contributing to the achievement of the Lisbon Objectives 

- contributing structurally to European integration (enlargement)

- contributing to the design of coherent S&T policies in Europe
- contributing to the creation and functioning of knowledge-based economies at different governance levels in Europe
- facilitating the integration of science and technology into society

- contributing to the reform of European Governance by information exchange, awareness rising and networking

- addressing societal challenges of European dimension by research

- fostering European co-operation 

- raising awareness about European issues

- putting European issues in the world context

-  relating national foresight activities and increasing synergies
- providing methodological expertise 








The added value to national or regional activities may be achieved by offering a platform for foresight experts and practitioners at EU level facilitating the exchange of ideas, information, research results, and methodological approaches by 

- a virtual meeting place like a web site or a Portal

- physical meetings by funding European networks

- funding  and integrating foresight research under FP 6.

In order to allow the distributed foresight research community to come together in a European Research Area for foresight, the following text will spell out how national or regional foresight institutions as well as potential participants in foresight initiatives can exploit opportunities provided by the sixth Framework Programme (FP 6, planned to start in 2003), to support their transnational, transregional, and European co-operation strategies.

2. FP 6 in Support of the European Research Area (ERA)

The sixth Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (FP 6) is designed to contribute to the establishment of the European Research Area (ERA) as an attempt to upgrade scope, scale and quality in Europe’s research. 

The new framework programme is structured in three main blocks of activities
·  “Focussing and integrating  Community research”. This part of the programme has got around 80 % of the budget and it concentrates the funds towards selected priority areas. It also applies new funding instruments.

· “ Structuring the European Research Area” concentrates funds to enhance the European infrastructure of research by improving innovation, mobility of human resources and the integration of science into society. 

·  “ Strengthening the foundations of the European Research Area”. The third part fosters European co-ordination activities as well as actions for the development of coherent research and innovation policies.

The first and the third blocks of activites will be implemented by a specific programme called “Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area”, and the second one by its own specific programme.

Adequately integrated foresight elements are important for the success of activities in all three blocks, and, therefore, potentially eligible for funding. This is specifically mentioned in the introduction to the seven thematic priorities. However, the role and weight of these Foresight-type actions can vary considerably. Points of entry into these actions will be explained in more detail in the following. 

2.1. The Specific Programme “Integrating and Strengthening the European Research Area”

This specific programme consists of two chapters:

a) Focusing and integrating Community research which is divided in

- Priority thematic areas of research

- Specific activities covering a wider field of research and

b) Strengthening the foundations of the European research area 
2.1.1. Focusing and integrating Community research
In financial terms, the most substantial part of FP 6 are the “priority thematic areas of research” intending to promote world-class research in key priority areas of exceptional interest and added value to Europe and the competitiveness of its industry, as well as on EU’s policy needs and the opportunities arising in novel, leading-edge research areas.
The Priority thematic areas of research:

(1) Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health


- Advanced genomics and its applications for health


- Combating major diseases

(2) Information society technologies 

(3) Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, knowledge-based multifunctional materials,   and new production processes and devices

(4) Aeronautics and space

(5) Food quality and safety

(6) Sustainable development, global change and ecosystems


- Sustainable energy systems


- Sustainable surface transport


- Global change and ecosystems

(7) Citizens and governance in a knowledge-based society

As already mentioned, the objectives of FP6 call for the use of foresight elements in all priority thematic areas: “appropriate co-ordination of socio-economic research and foresight elements across all the priorities of the Specific Programmes will be assured”
 and “socio-economic impacts of scientific and technological development and foresight will where relevant form part of the activities.”

2.1.2. Priority Thematic Areas 1 to 6

The first six priorities demand research contributions to improve European competitiveness and to solve current or prospective societal problems. Each of the first six priorities has outlined its own societal problematic in which scientific and technological developments offer a solution or where science and technology may have a substantial impact on society. Foresight could be applied at various levels in the Priority Thematic Areas: 

- At the programme or sub-programme level as an accompanying measure with the instrument of specific support actions; it informs decision making on programme planning and the serves to advise the programme management,

- At the level of an integrated project or of a network of excellence as a “project or network internal accompanying measure” in Priority Thematic Area 1-6. In this case, a foresight specialist or an institute would be one partner in a multidisciplinary consortium or network,

A foresight exercise may be requested at a general level of a Priority Thematic Area such as “food quality and safety” or at a sub-level - however sufficiently broad in scope - such as “impact of animal feed on human health”. Such an activity may accompany the overall research activity and its management. It may build up strategic intelligence and development capacity of the area. Foresight would be financed by specific support actions.

In Priority Thematic Area 1-6, a major integrated project may offer a science/society foresight exercise inside its particular S&T activity. It may be favourable in the process of the selection of a project if the proposal contains foresight as a work package of the research activity and demonstrate its multidisciplinary character. 

For networks of excellence it is agreed to evaluate networks against “long-term multidisciplinary objectives” and that these networks have to “analyse science/society issues related to the research”. 

2.1.3. Priority Thematic Area 7: Citizens and governance in a knowledge-based society 

The foresight community can propose activities under priority 7 on “Citizens and Governance in a Knowledge-based Society”, where social sciences and humanities are requested to participate, with research themes as:

Knowledge-based Society and social cohesion

This theme deals with high ranking European political objects. Research shall provide the basis of understanding needed to ensure that an advanced knowledge-based society occurs in a manner which is in accord with specific European conditions and aspirations.

- Knowledge generation, distribution and utilisation and its impact on the economy 

- Aspects of the knowledge-based society in its social development like

Quality of life, social cohesion, labour markets, education, entrepreneurship etc.

- Comparative aspects of development of the knowledge-based society in the EU 

- The variety of path towards a knowledge society

Citizenship, democracy and new forms of governance

This theme will identify main factors influencing changes in governance and citizenship, in particular in the context of increased integration and globalisation. Component themes are in a nutshell:

- Citizenship, democracy, legitimacy

- EU integration and enlargement

- Political and social institutions

- New forms of governance

- Security issues

- Cultural diversity in Europe

- Cultural dialogue with other regions of the world

Priority thematic area 7 aims at multi-disciplinarity and requests active involvement of societal stakeholders, with opportunities for the foresight community participating in Integrated Projects (IP) as well as in Networks of Excellence (NoE).

In Thematic Priority 7, foresight NoEs or Ips are expected to come into existence dealing with prospective strategic policy issues as research issues in its own right.

Integrated Projects in priority 7 may be substantially smaller than in other priorities However, they may reach ten million €. The consortia to be formed have to focus on specific research topics and foresight may form a substantial part of the consortia of an IP.

In order to establish a European Research Era for Foresight it would be desirable that Networks of Excellence come into existence. One or several consortia may have to suggest particular research topics that keep together broad and substantial networks of excellence
. 

2.1.4. The New Instruments: Networks of Excellence (NoE) and Integrated Projects (IP)

Within the thematic priority areas, the importance of new instruments is recognised as being an overall priority means to attain the objective of critical mass, management simplification and European added value. These objectives are supported by Community research in relation to what is already undertaken at national level, and of the integration of research capacities. 

However, in order to ease the access of a broader research community by applying the new instruments requiring new management capacities, a transitional phase has been set up, allowing the application of old but evolving instruments. This phase and process is called “stairway to excellence”.

2.1.4.1. Networks of Excellence (NoE)

A Network of Excellence shall strengthen the scientific and technological excellence on a particular research topic. The purpose of the NoE is to build a critical mass of resources and expertise needed to constitute a world force in a particular knowledge area. A critical mass implies that ambitious goals are being pursued in a setting consisting out of a large number of researchers for larger networks. Minimum expectations are the participation of six Member States or Accession Countries and a duration of at least five years.  The networks of excellence focus on a joint programme of activities and shall establish a lasting integration of existing capacities and a newly emerging European research capacity. The research capacities shall be jointly executed, having a long-term character and being multidisciplinary.

Similar to integrated projects foresight may be one discipline in a network at the level of a priority or at the level of one of its component themes. A foresight institute may form part of large network consortia.

The financial contribution from the EU will be a “fixed grant for integration” by a yearly instalment. The scale of payment is in the range of millions € per year. As an indication, 50 researchers might require € 1 million a year and 250 researchers € 4 million a year. 

More detailed information may be found under http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/nfp/networks-ip.html 

2.1.4.2. Integrated Projects (IP)

Integrated Projects are conceived either to improve competitiveness or to tackle major societal needs. While the competitiveness issue is addressed by providing results applicable to products, processes or services.

IP addressing competitiveness also requires to a large extend industrial partners. Their scale is in the ten millions €. IP in Priority 7 addressing societal problems may include particular societal stakeholders and their scale might be counted in millions €. 

This constellation should offer science and technology foresight research teams the opportunity to be involved in integrated projects. S&T foresight may accompany the projects and report on a dialogue of prospects of the scientific and technological development and its likely impacts, societal problem-solving potential as well as on scenarios and policy challenges. 

A precondition of participation in integrated project is expertise knowledge of the foresight institution that fits to the required scientific and technological subject as well as the socio-economic expertise necessary to report on the societal impact.

Different to the old generation of FP 5, the IP will function with a high level of management autonomy vis-à-vis the Commission services. IP will be implemented through overall financing plans.

More detailed information may be found under

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/nfp/networks-ip.html

2.1.4.3. “Stairway of Excellence”
The “stairway of excellence” has been suggested by the European Parliament to smoothen the transition from the “traditional” instruments in FP5 to the “new” instruments in FP6 by supporting research activities of a more limited scope and ambition, particularly for smaller research actors, including SMEs, and for participants from the candidate countries. The stairway consists itself of two instruments:

· specific targeted research projects
· coordination actions
In keeping with its transitional nature, the stairway may be used degressively as FP6 proceeds, though no decision will be taken on that until the Commission has arranged an independent evaluation in 2004 of the use of the instruments.

It has been agreed that, from the outset, integrated projects and networks of excellence will be the chief means of implementing the priority themes where it is already deemed appropriate. However, all themes will, at least initially, keep open the use of specific targeted research projects and coordination actions as a transitional measure.


2.1.5. Specific activities covering a wider field of research

 “Specific activities covering a wider field of research” have been added to the seven priority thematic research fields. This area concerns horizontal research activities involving SMEs and specific measures in support of international co-operation as well as supporting policies and anticipating scientific and technological needs.

A particular chapter relevant to S&T foresight is the funding of “supporting policies and anticipating scientific and technological needs”. According to this chapter, research activities shall support EU policies and explore new and emerging needs in the European policy context. This chapter is governed by annual programming. 

This area may work with instruments like “specific support actions “co-ordination actions” and it may not require large scale of the above mentioned new instruments. 

Therefore, these instruments will be explained below.

2.1.6.  “Specific support actions” and “co-ordination actions”
For foresight particular two instruments may be of interest. “Co-ordination actions”  and “specific support actions”. They are smaller in scale in comparison to Integrated Projects and Networks of Excellence and may suit best the management capabilities and the research capacities of particular academic and small foresight institutes at this stage.

2.1.6.1. Specific support actions

Specific support actions are intended to complement the implementation of the Framework Programme and may be used to help in preparations for future Community research policy activities.

Within the priority theme 8, specific support actions will consist, for example, of studies and analyses, conferences, seminars, working groups and expert groups, operational support and dissemination, information and communication activities, or a combination of these as appropriate.

2.1.6.2. Co-ordination actions

The idea behind co-ordination actions is not to fund research but to fund the co-ordination cost that occurs in working and coming together from distributed places as it is the case in research networks. Therefore management, travel and exchange may receive a contribution from the EC. Also in principle, this idea applies to national and regional programmes and has a particular meaning for the ERA-NET explained below.

2.1.7. Strengthening the foundations of the ERA

The objectives of this action are to stimulate and support programme co-ordination and joint actions conducted at national or regional level as well as among European Organisations like charities or other private organisations and thus help to develop a common knowledge base necessary for the coherent policies.

2.1.7.1. The ERA-NET scheme: Co-ordination at European level

The first chapter is a research line called “Co-ordination at European Level” that should be of interest for all research programmes at national or regional level run by public authorities or by private organisations. Community action may be developed taking early intergovernmental co-operation schemes as a starting point in which national research ministries and funding agencies had agreed à la carte which research topics they would like to see to co-operate. While each participant funds its own research the European Community may apply its “co-ordination actions” instruments to fund all activities involved in networking, mutual opening of programmes, exchange and management. Out of the co-ordination of national programmes/projects a higher and more comprehensive integration at European level shall occur contributing to a European Research Area of foresight.

In order to give these co-operation schemes a long-lasting effect and a robust structure and clear rules the “ERA-NET” scheme was developed (http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/era-net.html). In total 160 M€ may be available to support the scheme. Objective of the scheme is

- networking of research activities and

- mutual opening of national and regional research programmes or research activities.

The ERA-NET scheme is a bottom-up approach and will give no preference to one research topic over another. Participants of the scheme will be public bodies, other national bodies such as research association, private research and innovation organisations or charities funding research, bodies operating at European level. A NET should have at least five different Member States or Associated States participants. Activities of the ERA-NET should be

- Systematic exchange of information and best practice

- Strategic activities

- Implementation of joint activities

- Transnational research activities.

The ERA-NET establishes a unified management structure with staff dedicated to this task. Costs related to management activities can be supported under the ERA-NET contract. Community funding could be as high a 2M€ under the “coordination action” instruments that will not fund original research activities but activities related to European co-operation as listed above.

In order to stimulate ERA-NET proposals preparatory actions will be supported. They should aim at testing the feasibility and designing future networking or mutual opening initiatives.

“Specific support action” instruments will support these actions. Community funding will exceed 200 000 € only in exceptional cases.

2.1.7.2. Coherent development of research and innovation policies

Actions in the chapter “ Coherent Development of Research and Innovation Policies”   attain their objective through the early identification of challenges and areas of common interest as well as by providing national, regional and Community policymakers with knowledge and decision-aiding tools.

These actions address the need for more systematic foresight results anticipating particular S&T- related issues for Europe, developing shared views on such issues and creating a strategic basis for European S&T policies.

Activities to be carried out include:

- Analysis and studies work relating to foresight, statistics and science and technology indicators

“The activities relating to foresight will include in particular the development of thematic dialogue platforms and a knowledge base for users and producers of prospective analysis, the exploitation of good practices with regard to methodology, as well as the preparation of medium and long term scenarios for science and technology in Europe”

This research line is a platform for synthesising and diffusing the results of foresight activities carried at a regional, national or European levels.

2.2. The Second Specific Programme “Structuring the ERA”

This programme aims at reducing key structural weaknesses across all fields of European research in order to meet aspirations of European citizens and of the European economy.      

“Structuring the ERA” has four chapters that fund innovative activities, the mobility of human resources, research infrastructures and has a budget to bring science closer to the society. 

2.2.1. Research and innovation

The objective of this chapter is to improve Europe’s innovation performance by stimulating a better integration between research and innovation, and by working towards more coherent and innovation-friendly policies.

To strengthen their structuring effect in Europe, these activities will be carried out in co-operation with other forums or organisations at regional, national or European level, such as the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Investment Fund (EIF) in the context of the Innovation 2000 Initiative, as well as in co-operation with structural funds measures in this field.

A particular line on “encouraging transregional co-operation”is foreseen in this area. It will promote co-operation between regional actors on innovation-related themes and facilitate exchange of good practice since the regional level is deemed to be most appropriate for fostering innovation. 
This research line may support regional foresight promoters and practitioners wishing to co-operate across borders.

Expected results are an increasing number of collaboration established between regions and with the associated countries. Instruments are co-ordination and specific support actions.

2.2.2. Science and society

Particular subjects of interest are ethics and research, uncertainty, risk, precautionary principles, gender, public understanding of science, young people and scientific careers, etc.

This area does not require the new instruments. Particular co-ordination and specific support actions as well as specific targeted research projects may apply as instruments.

Detailed information is available under www.cordis.lu/science-society/home.html 

3. Overview on Instruments Applicable for Foresight

As outlined above, a range of instruments to fund research is available under different chapters in the new sixth Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development. This section provides a summary of the main elements of the instruments applicable for foresight, the areas where the instrument fits and the financing contributions.

3.1. Summary of the Instruments Applicable

The Commission has designed a range of well-differentiated instruments, each with its own distinct role to play in implementing the different research actions.

Integrated projects

· Main purpose: to support the objective-driven research needed to generate

the knowledge required to implement the priority themes;

· Primary deliverable: new knowledge;

· Other deliverables: because they mobilise the critical mass of expertise

needed to achieve ambitious objectives, integrated projects can also be

expected to have a structuring effect on the fabric of European research;

· Scale of effort mobilised: medium to high;

· Community contribution: from several millions to several tens of millions

of euros;

· Financial regime: grant to the budget, paid as a contribution to actual

costs.

· Finance contributions: Grants for the integration of networks – maximum 25% of the value of the capacity and resources proposed for integration as a fixed amount to support the joint programme of activities.

Networks of excellence

· Main purpose: to address the fragmentation of European research;

· Primary deliverable: the restructuring and reshaping of the way research is

carried out in Europe on a particular topic in order to strengthen excellence

in that topic;

· Other deliverables: because they support the work of excellent research

teams, networks of excellence will also generate new knowledge;

· Scale of effort mobilised: medium to high;

· Community contribution: from several millions to some tens of millions

of euros;

· Financial regime: a fixed grant for integration, disbursed in annual

instalments on the basis of progress towards achieving a lasting integration.

· Finance contributions: Grant to the budget – maximum 50% for research, 35% for

demonstration and 100% for activities such as training.

Specific targeted research projects

· Purpose: to support research, technological development and

demonstration activities of a more limited scope and ambition, particularly

for smaller research actors and participants from candidate countries;

· Deliverable: new knowledge;

· Scale of effort mobilised: low-medium;

· Community contribution: from hundreds of thousands of euros to a few

millions of euros;

· Financial regime: grant to the budget, paid as a contribution to actual

costs.

· Finance contributions: Grant to the budget – maximum 50% of the budget

Co-ordination actions general

· Purpose: to support research of a more limited scope and ambition, 

particularly for smaller research actors and participants from candidate countries;

· Deliverable: new knowledge;

· Scale of effort mobilised: low

· Community contribution: from tens of thousands of € to hundreds

of thousands of €;

· Financial regime: grant to the budget, paid as a contribution to actual

costs.

· Finance contributions: Grant to the budget – maximum 100% of the budget.
Co-ordination actions ERA-NET

· Purpose: to support the co-operation of national and regional research programmes and activities; 

· Deliverable: new knowledge;

· Scale of effort mobilised: medium

· Community contribution: up to 2M €;

· Financial regime: grant to the budget, paid as a contribution to actual

costs.

· Finance contributions: Grant to the budget – maximum 100% of the budget.
Specific support actions

· Purpose: Specific support actions are intended to complement the implementation of the Framework Programme and may be used to help in preparations for future Community research policy activities.

· Deliverable: new strategic knowledge;

· Scale of effort mobilised: low

· Community contribution: from tens of thousands of € to hundreds

of thousands of €;

· Financial regime: grant to the budget

· Finance contributions: Grant to the budget – maximum 100% of the budget; if necessary as a lump sum.

3.2. The Fit of Areas and Instruments

These instruments may suit the foresight community,
 according to the three Actions, as follows: 

Priority thematic areas 1 to 7

Participation in/proposals for:

- Networks of excellence 

- Integrated projects 


- Specific targeted research projects


- Co-ordination actions
Specific activities covering a wider field of research

- Specific support actions

- Co-ordination actions

Strengthening the Foundations of ERA

- Co-ordination actions 

- Specific targeted research projects

- Specific support actions

Structuring the ERA


- Specific support actions


- Co-ordination actions


- Specific targeted research projects
4. Information Sources

General information on research policies, their philosophy and organisation at European level: http://europa.eu.int./comm/research
Information on FP 6: http://europa.eu.int./comm/research/nfp.html

Information on Foresight in Europe: http://www.cordis.lu/rtd2002/foresight/definition.htm
Concerning the new instruments in FP 6:

- Integrated Projects and Networks of Excellence

 http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/nfp/networks-ip.html 

-The “ERA-NET” scheme

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/era-net.html 

General information on all programmes and projects: http://www.cordis.lu
Information requests are to be addressed to

research@cec.eu.int 







� COM(2002) 43 final p. 44


� ibid.,  p.16


� However, in priority 7 also “coordination action may be applied for foresight. 


� COM(2002) 43 final p. 59


� Instruments like “integrated infrastructure initiatives”, “actions to promote and develop human resources and mobility”, “specific research projects for SMEs” and “specific targeted research or innovation projects” are not dealt with in this paper because they are less applicable by the foresight research community.
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