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• Example for a simplified method of calculation for 
universities which have a cameralistic system (income 
and expenditure based bookkeeping of public bodies) to 
determine the mark-up for the indirect costs for each of 
their subjects using the official statement to the german
“Hochschulfinanzstatistik (Federal Financial Statistics of 
Higher Education)” with regard to the 7th framework 
program of the EU.
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Cameralisitic bookkeeping

• results gained out of the closing of accounts of 
incomes and expenditures

• These accounts form part of the official balance of 
the state, which is testified by the high court of 
auditors to the parliament and the parliament itself

• There is no further adjustement of costs to periods. 
The attribution of a cost statement to a period
depends on the moment of payment

• Direct cash-flow bookkeeping
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Financial Statistics of Higher Education

• Federal law asks institutions of higher education
to attribute the incomes and expenditures of a 
year to a matrix of fixed subjects and types of 
expenditures or incomes

• The types of expenditures and incomes are
based on the general rules for public bodies

• Qualifies for the calculation of indirect costs:
• Actual costs (payments) from financial accounts
• National rules
• Standard procedure
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Part of the official statement
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• As it is traditional for the calculation of 
full costs overhead is calculated on the 
basis of the expenses for the productive 
workers, in our case the scientists 
including professors.
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• In A16 the costs for the central facilities 
(as example 48.932 k€) are allocated to 
the chosen basis, the personal costs for 
scientific personal (86.511 k€).This leads 
to the university wide overhead of 57 % 
shown in  A20.
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• The calculated costs for personal for 
service in administration and technique 
in A17 are allocated to the chosen basis 
in the respective subject, which shows 
the overhead rate for the specific subject. 
on the basis allocated for the chosen 
subject. 
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Points for discussion
(1) Cost statement for buildings and other investments (no 

integrated depreciation rule) – mixing with non-
integrated cost-calculation schemes or integration of 
prior periods

(2) No full cost statement for public officers
(3) Mark-ups must be reduced by a figure reflecting the

part of direct costs of other projects
(4) Fixed mark-ups or double calculation ex ante and ex 

post
(5) Rates for subjects or the legal entity?
(6) Separation of research and education – not possible

and not necessary
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• Vielen Dank
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